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We live in a society that loves to point the finger at others for 
blame.  Democrats blame Republicans, Republicans blame 
Democrats.  Husbands blame wives, wives blame husbands.  
Children blame parents, parents blame children, and on and on it 
goes!  I remember as little boy having one of my teachers tell our 
class, “Every time you point your finger to blame someone you have 
three pointing right back at you.” 

          In our gospel passage today, the disciples meet a man blind from birth.  They ask Jesus 
whose fault it is.  Ah, the disciples, they’re good old boys who love to play the old blame 
game.  They wanted to know whose fault it was.  They needed some kind of reasonable 
allocation of guilt — so they could say he's blind because of a harmful accident or because of his 
sins, or his parent’s sins, or whatever you want to fill in the blank.   Jesus said to them, “He was 
not born blind because of his own sin or that of his parents, but to provide an opportunity to 
show the power of God.”   Wow, that makes too much sense.  Our human nature has a hard time 
grasping that.  Like the people back then, we too persist in looking for someone to blame.  We 
too would rather call a thing a curse from God, a fitting punishment for some previous fault or 
crime, than ever admit that such things just happen, might even happen to us.  We too insist on 
seeking out the guilty party, the one in the wrong, that individual, community or nation that is 
different from us, that sees things from an opposite perspective, and thus can be blamed for 
whatever currently troubles us.  But what Jesus seems to suggest is that instead of asking who to 
blame, those disciples should have been asking who to praise, who to glorify, "Just who's is the 
glory involved?"  In other words, the appropriate approach to this world, its mysteries, 
quandaries — tragedies and comedies  — the correct, even the Christian approach, is not so 
much that of guilt, as that of glory.   

When	  you	  turn	  to	  today’s	  text,	  this reading is all about sight, particularly, seeing as a 
metaphor for believing. Words for blindness, sight, seeing, and so forth crop up 24 times in this 
41-verse story. But let's be clear, "seeing" isn't only a metaphor. The man born blind really can't 
see. And when he regains his sight his life is literally transformed. So what would it be like to 
give folks a physical experience of both not seeing and seeing?  Questions can arise from this 
passage such as, “When have you felt isolated or abandoned? How do you think this passage 
addressed those feelings for the people in the community at that time?  How might they address 
our feelings when we feel left out or alone?”   This passage also works to undermine simplistic 
understandings of sin. When the disciples voice a common view of the day -- disability or 
hardship is the result of sin -- Jesus disagrees. Similarly, when the Pharisees assume that 
knowledge of the law automatically grants righteousness, Jesus counters by saying that because 
they deny their sin and claim to "see" they are in fact sinning. If they were able to admit their 
blindness, they would not be sinning and receive sight.  

And then finally, how do we typically define "sin"?  How does this story broaden our 
understanding of both sin and grace?   The turning point of the story may be when the man born 
blind receives his sight. It may also be, however, when he confesses his faith as a result of his 
new found sight.  



In	  2005,	  Jamie	  Foxx, won the Academy Award for Best Actor for playing Ray Charles in 
the film  biopic Ray.  Ray Charles, who died in 2004, was a charismatic, brilliant, driven, and 
immensely-talented singer-songwriter and performer.  He will be remembered for all these traits. 
He will also be remembered because he accomplished so much in his long career and he did it all 
as a blind man.  Charles went completely blind at an early age, but through the aid and 
encouragement, especially of his mother — and through his own force of will — Ray triumphed 
in the music field. I want to show you a scene when Ray Charles was a little boy.  In this scene 
he stumbles and falls.  You’ll witness the anguish his mother is feeling regarding restraint to not 
run over there and pick him up.  You’ll also witness how Ray realized he had others senses that 
could help compensate for his blindness.  In another scene in the film, Charles is playing his 
music in a bar and a group of angry church goers storm in, accusing him of blasphemy, “You’re 
turning God’s music into sex” and “All ya’ll goin’ straight to hell!”  Rarely short of a quick 
retort, Charles leaned into the microphone: “Everyone that wants me to keep playing let me hear 
an ‘Amen!’”  An “AMEN!” roared from the crowd and the good times kept on rollin’.  But, in 
the face of his success, one of the images raised in Ray Charles’ life is why a black child already 
born into poverty becomes blind.  Why is this allowed to happen?  Does he deserve to be 
blind?  Is it something he did or didn’t do?  Is it something his parents did or didn’t do?   

These theological tensions are not new.  Remember the beginning of our text, “Rabbi,” 
the disciples asked.  “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  The 
disciples are expressing a bigotry common for the time.  Their view was likely a product of the 
times.  Society felt that those with physical disabilities were being punished either for their own 
sin or the sin of their parents. Perhaps the man’s parents were not the most exemplary human 
beings.  We don’t know.  Just because a man is born blind and his parents are sinners doesn’t 
mean that there is a direct cause and effect relationship between the two events. It may be purely 
coincidental.   Jesus refuses to accept the false dilemma presented by his followers: Do you pick 
(a) this man is blind because of his own sin, or (b) this man is blind because of his parents’ 
sin?  If this were a multiple choice test, then Jesus did the equivalent of scribbling a third option 
in the margin and circling it: (c) “Neither this man nor his parents sinned.”  Then he offers 
another choice (d): “He was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”   This 
seems to be a similar tack to that of the apostle Paul, who described in chapter eight of his letter 
to the Romans how God is present in all things working for the good — not necessarily the cause 
of all things, but present in all things, working to make them better.   

Nancy Eiesland, an Associate Professor of Sociology of Religion at Emory University in 
Atlanta, spent a lot of time in recent years studying our text from John.  Eiesland wrote the 
following, “Growing up with a disability, I could not accept the traditional interpretations of 
disability that I heard in prayers, in Sunday school, and in sermons. ‘You are special in God’s 
eyes,’   “I was often told, ‘that’s why you were given this painful disability.’ Or, ‘Don’t worry 
about your suffering now—in heaven you will be made whole.’  This confused me. My disability 
had taught me who I am and who God is. What would it mean to be without this knowledge?  
Would I be absolutely unknown to myself in heaven, and perhaps even unknown to God?  I was 
assured that God gave me a disability to develop my character. But by age six or seven, I was 
convinced that I had enough character to last a lifetime.” “My family frequented faith healers 
with me in tow. I was never healed. People asked about my hidden sins, but they must have been 



so well hidden that even I misplaced them. The theology that I heard was inadequate to my 
experience. 

Rodger Kamenetz, another theologian, has done similar work.  He wrote the following, I 
used to think that if something unaccountably bad happened to someone, it needed to be 
compensated by something good. That was my own internal accounting, my own way of 
repairing my sense of order, of justice. A boy loses his sight, but he becomes a musical genius 
[as in the case of Ray Charles]. A teacher of mine lost his mobility to polio, but he gained the 
ability to be a blessing to others. One time I said such things in a public talk, and a woman in a 
wheelchair rolled toward me and said with great seriousness and very slowly, “I would like you 
to consider that a disability means…absolutely nothing.  I heard her and felt how I had glibly 
covered over my heart with an easy reaction.” 

In our passage for today, Jesus is asking us to reconsider our understanding of 
disability.  The importance of disabled theology — especially those who themselves are disabled 
— is giving voice to those with disabilities who have often been silenced.  Instead of the 
disciples walking around with their able bodies and using their sight to identify and their voice to 
talk about whether disabilities result from sin, there is a profound shift.  You have people who 
are blind or mute or in a wheelchair writing theology in light of their experiences with their 
neighbors, with God, and with their disability.  Their reflections help empower the disabled to 
speak and advocate for themselves instead of others speaking for and about them.    There is a 
similar shift in the Gospel text for today.  The scripture reading begins with the disciples talking 
about the man born blind from birth.  Then we see “the neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar” talking about him.  Finally, the man speaks for himself.  He confesses that he 
doesn’t know the answers to all of their questions, but he adds, “One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.”  John Newton helped to make those words famous in his hymn, 
“Amazing Grace.”  I once was lost, but now am found.  Was blind, but now I see.   Now the 
apostle John could have ended his text right there, but he didn’t.  We now see the disregarded 
blind man healed and empowered to speak for himself!  And if that isn’t enough, Jesus goes one 
step further with these words, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may become blind.”    The religious leaders gathered around him 
are skeptical and suspicious, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  Jesus replied, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  This is a 
tremendous reversal.  Jesus is saying, not only do I come to give eyes to see and ears to here, but 
also, I come to give blindness — or put another way — to reveal the blindness of those who think 

their sight and judgment is perfect.  Our Lord’s comment here is similar to the point 
made by the statue of lady  justice holding the scales of judgment with a blindfold tied 
tightly around her eyes, reminding us that despite our best intentions of being unbiased, 
our prejudices all too often affect our judgment.   

This story is not just about a blind man being healed once upon a time in a land far 
away.  It would be significant if it were just about the past, but it is even more import 
because it continues to teach us today.  This story of healing from 2000 years ago 
continues to challenge us, but also remind us that we have a God present in all things 
working for the ultimate good – working to make all things better.  Amen. 
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Cast: 
Narrator: Lyle Ewing 
Disciples: Dave Anderson 
Towns People: Leslie & Jenelle 
Blind Man: DeAnna 
Pharisees: John  
	  
Narrator: Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked,  
 
Disciples: “Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born 
blind?” 
 
Narrator: Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for 
someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God 
can do. We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, 
working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as 
I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s Light.” 
 
Narrator: He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, 
rubbed the paste on the blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of 
Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”). The man went and washed—and saw. 
Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen 
him as a blind man begging were saying,  
 
Towns people: “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here and begged?” 
 

Narrator: Others said,  
 
Towns people: “It’s him all right!” 
 
Narrator: But others objected,  
 
Towns people: “It’s not the same man at all. It just looks like him.” 
 
Blind Man: “It’s me, the very one!” 
 
Towns People: “How did your eyes get opened?” 



 
Blind Man: “A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told 
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ I did what he said. When I washed, I saw.” 
 
Towns People: “So where is he?” 
 
Blind Man: “I don’t know.” 
 
Narrator: They marched the man to the Pharisees. This day when Jesus made the 
paste and healed his blindness was the Sabbath. The Pharisees grilled him again on 
how he had come to see. The man said,  
 
Blind Man: “He put a clay paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.” 
 
Narrator: Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously, this man can’t be from God. He 
doesn’t keep the Sabbath.” 
 
Narrator: But others countered,  
 
Pharisees: “How can a bad man do miraculous, God-revealing things like this?”  
 
Narrator: There was a split in their ranks.  They came back at the blind man,  
 
Pharisees: “You’re the expert. He opened your eyes. What do you say about him?” 
 
Blind man: I say he is a prophet.” 
 
Narrator: The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man was blind to begin 
with. So they called the parents of the man now bright-eyed with sight. They asked 
them,  
 
Pharisees: “Is this your son, the one you say was born blind? So how is it that he 
now sees?” 
 
Parents: “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind. But we don’t 
know how he came to see—haven’t a clue about who opened his eyes. Why don’t 
you ask him? He’s a grown man and can speak for himself.”  
 
Narrator: His parents were talking like this because they were intimidated by the 
Jewish leaders, who had already decided that anyone who took a stand that this 



was the Messiah would be kicked out of the meeting place. That’s why his parents 
said, “Ask him. He’s a grown man.” 
 
Narrator: They called the man back a second time—the man who had been blind—
and told him,  
 
Pharisees: “Give credit to God. We know this man is an impostor.” 
 
Blind Man: “I know nothing about that one way or the other. But I know one thing 
for sure: I was blind . . . I now see.” 
 
Pharisees: “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
 
Blind Man: “I’ve told you over and over and you haven’t listened. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Are you so eager to become his disciples?” 
 
Narrator: With that they jumped all over him.  
 
Pharisees: “You might be a disciple of that man, but we’re disciples of Moses. We 
know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this man even 
comes from.” 
 
Blind Man: “This is amazing! You claim to know nothing about him, but the fact 
is, he opened my eyes! It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck and call of 
sinners, but listens carefully to anyone who lives in reverence and does his will. 
That someone opened the eyes of a man born blind has never been heard of—ever. 
If this man didn’t come from God, he wouldn’t be able to do anything.” 
 
Narrator: Then they said,  
 
Pharisees: “You’re nothing but dirt! How dare you take that tone with us!”  
 
Narrator: Then they threw him out in the street.  Jesus heard that they had thrown 
him out, and went and found him. He asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?”  The blind man said,  
 
Blind Man: “Point him out to me, sir, so that I can believe in him.” 
 
Narrator: Jesus said, “You’re looking right at him. Don’t you recognize my 
voice?” 



 
Blind man: “Master, I believe,”  
 
Narrator: The man who was once blind now worshiped him. 
 
Narrator: Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the clear 
light of day, making all the distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen 
will see, and those who have made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as 
blind.”  Some Pharisees overheard him and said,  
 
Pharisees: “Does that mean you’re calling us blind?” 
 

Narrator: Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since 
you claim to see everything so well, you’re accountable for every fault and 
failure.”	  

	  

	  


