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 Last year was an overall crazy year for many reasons.  There was a new president 
elected, there was the fact that the UK left the European Union, and there were many other 
things that caused us to all look at 2016 as a surreal year whether we think it’s for the better or 
for the worse.  However, while many things happened in the world as a whole, I also went 
through a crazy year that I believe was the best and worst year of my life.  Let me explain--- 
 

 Last year is the one year I look back on today and can truly say that it completely 
changed my life.  I went to my most favorite place in the entire world, Montreat, I went to  
 

 Disney World with my high school band, and I also saw my favorite basketball team, the 
Indiana Pacers, a total of 3 times since January 1, 2016.  It was a great year.  Unfortunately, 

though, last year was also a year of trial and many errors.   
 

 I will be honest with you, last year I made some unwise choices.  I wouldn’t be a 100% 
responsible student, or a responsible human being.  I would blame others for my bigger 
mistakes, and I often found it hard to accept responsibility for my actions.  I was deceptive, I 
bent rules, and I regret not always being the young man I want to be known as.  Now even 
though I do feel regret for those actions, there’s still a part of me that’s glad that I made those 
choices.  I only feel grateful that I did it because I now have life skills that I wouldn’t otherwise 
have 100% learned by now.  I now have the ability to think before I do things.  I obviously will 
still make some dumb-headed choices from time to time, but that’s just being human.  We all 
make mistakes, it’s just the factor of learning from the mistakes that will truly show who we 
are.  Now, admittedly, it took a few more incidents than I wish it took to get some key ideas 
through to me.  However, now I am honestly more grateful than ever to be here speaking to you 
on how I changed my life.  It wasn’t easy, but it’s not as hard as some think it is. 
 I started by asking why I got myself into the messes I made.  I realized it was often just 
ignorance for others and me being hypocritical of my own beliefs.  I dislike when people lie to 
me, so why did I often tell white lies or even bigger lies to get my way?  I dislike when people tell 
me they are my friend and then do unfriendly things, so why was I often a little short fused when 
it came to dealing with social situations that I was upset with?  I kept asking questions, but I 
didn’t have an answer until I looked back on the pictures and videos I had taken of me or by me  

 
on my trip to Montreat, North Carolina to attend the Youth Conference 
there.  The theme last year was “A World Of Difference”.  That’s where 
my perception on where I wanted to be in life changed.  In fact, they had a 
song there called “A World Of Difference” to fit the theme.   
However, it’s more than a theme song to me.  It contains all of the things I 

wanted to be in life.  In fact, I have the song to play for us today.  The singer was one of our two 
awesome music leaders, Amanda Powell.  This is her singing live during a service we had, so 
she does throw a few lines here or there referencing the audience, so pardon those.   
 

Without further ado, here is the audio clip.  Listen to the lyrics closely, and feel free to sing 
along. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cgewm9Dbx0  
 (After song)  Do you see it?  Do you hear it?  Do you feel it?  Because that song said 
everything that God wants from us as his children.  The lines “We are gifts, children of God, 
bringing all we are each day.  And we will rise, we will follow, your word that leads the way, so 
bring your peace, and plant it in all hearts.  In this world of difference, your love is where we 
start.” references God and what He does to us, for sure.  But I find a deeper meaning in those 



lines.  He asks us to bring everything we are to Him and His world around us.  He asks us to 
rise, to follow, His word that leads the way.  He asks us to bring our peace, and plant it in ALL 
hearts.  Because in this world of difference, even if it’s just YOUR world that you want to change 
for the better, love is where it starts.  And no one has a stronger love for us than God.  That’s 
where I decided to start then.   
 I went to church the next Sunday I could, and I eagerly awaited the service to start.  I 
listened to each hymn like it was my number being selected out of a tub to win an all expenses 
paid trip to Hawaii.  I dissected every word like it was going to be the last thing I heard.  I did 
that for the sermon too.  By the time I got out of the service, I felt like I had the tools to make a 
change in my life that week.  Whether the change was big or small was up to me, but even if it’s 
one positive thing that’s just one less thing to worry about in the future.  That week I walked into 
school with a positive attitude and I felt great.  I was happier in class, I started having a better 
respect for not only my peers but for myself too.  After that week passed, I was hungry for more 
advice.  I went to church again.  Then again.  Then again.  I attended every service in the last 3 
weeks of January, all of February, and to this day I’ve been punctual here.  The reason being to 
worship our God, get enlightened, feel good, and to keep those good vibes going on throughout 
my life outside of the walls here.  I feel like a whole new person and I feel like I have a whole 
new thing to keep looking forward too.  If church and God can do so much to me, don’t you dare 
tell me that it can’t happen to you too.  All you have to do is ask for forgiveness for your 
mistakes, and look around.  There is so much to appreciate in this world God gave.  Don’t look 
at the evils in this world, because that’s not going to make us live a righteous life towards our 
ultimate goal.  Don’t be the negativity in the world.  Rid the world of negativity.  Do not let life get 
the best of you, let you get the best of life.  It’s simple, but only if you are ready to 
change.  Because God is ready to help you.  You just need to be ready to get it. 
 Back to the scripture reading from a moment ago, Romans 12:2, it says “Do not conform  
to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  I was 
conforming to the world.  I was letting the world form me, and who I wanted to be.  My priorities 
weren’t to live my life, it was me living someone else’s life.  So what did I do?  I renewed my 
mind, and I renewed my soul.  I renewed my life.   
 

 So, are you ready?  Are you ready to take on life by the reins and accept God’s plan for 
you?  Are you ready to be the positive difference in the world around you?  Are you ready to be 
the difference in the world that is yours?  Because I was, and that has made all of the difference 
in my life.  I know it could be all of the difference in yours.  You just need to trust in God, 
because once you open yourself open to him, he will lay out a plan for you, and that’s 
guaranteed.  Amen.   
 


